Dermal malignant melanoma in a horse with multifocal pancytokeratin expression.
The current report describes a malignant melanoma in the dermis of a 13-year-old bay Thoroughbred mare. Microscopic examination revealed that tumor cells were arranged in cords and packets within an abundant collagenous stroma containing scattered myxomatous foci. Tumor cells stained positively for S-100, neuron-specific enolase, and vimentin and some contained melanin granules. Some clusters of tumor cells were also positive for pancytokeratin. Expression of epithelial cell markers has been described in small numbers of human melanomas but has not been reported previously in equine melanomas.